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ABSTRACT

Consequences of nuptiality on fertility decline in Thailand

Pramote Prasartkul and Sutthida Chuanwan

This study aims to examine consequences of nuptiality on fertility in Thai population. It
intends to examine the degree of impact of decreasing marriage or increasing celibacy on the total
fertility rate (TFR). This study uses marriage data from censuses and population projection in
constructing three scenarios of hypothetical different marriage rates with constant general marital
fertility. These scenarios are designed to estimate the impact of changing in nuptiality on TFR during
the period of 15 years, from 2005 to 2020. The result is that if the proportion of married women aged
15-49 years increases from 65 to 70 percent in 15 years, the TFR increases from 1.57 to 1.68. If the
proportion of married women aged 15-49 years is constant at 65 percent throughout 15 years, the
TFR will be stable at about 1.37. In the third scenario when the proportion of married women aged

15-49 years decreases from 65 to 60 percent in 15 years, the TFR will decrease from 1.57 to 1.44.
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