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Preschool Children in Thailand Health Status and Physical Development Faith

When Mother has Low Education and under Widowhood Divorced and Separated

Yothin Sawangdee*
Kanchana Thieanlai*
Sureerat Chaisongkram**

Orapan Poh-ong™*

Child survival is an important issue when society is underling low fertility. The children will be a
new labor force age group who will develop the country. So that this research examines impact of
maternal level of education and her marital status such as widowed divorced and separated on
preschool children health status. Health status here was measured by whether the child has received all
vaccination that needed and having normal physical development by age and height or not. The study
adapted W. Henry Mosley and Lincoln c. Chen’s concept (1984). The main idea is that, when controlling
for social context e.g. family economic status residential area culture etc., maternal factors such as
education level and marital status will have negative impact on children physical development and health
status; morbidity and mortality. To do so, this investigation employs data from the Thailand Multiple
Indicator Cluster Survey 2005-2006 which was conducted by the National Statistical Office. And
calculated child physical development from ThaiGrowth software which developed by Thailand Ministry
of Public Health. Physical development was measured by dichotomous i.e. 1 = Normal development and
0 = Not normal development. The results show that children whose mothers have low education level
such as did not attend school or finished only compulsory level and mother was under widowed divorced
or separated probabilities to received all vaccines is lower than those whose mother finished higher level
of education and married. Similarly, when focus on physical development, those whose mothers did not
attend school and widowed divorced or separated probabilities for normal physical development is lower
than those mothers have high level of education and married. Thus it is important to encourage the
mother-women to have higher level of education and promote warm family activity toward to the spouses.
Because anything that occurred between husband and wife relationship always produce negative impact

to children.
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